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its competence and its right, from the State, which does not possess these qualifications/'
These are typical utterances of the monotonous diapason that rang in the ears of the Republican rulers for more than a quarter of a century, and amid which they calmly went on forging that admirable instrument, the public school system of France. Nor are these utterances mere outbursts of petulance. The Church suited the action to the word. It organized all over France political associations under episcopal authority, the consequence of a mot d'ordre of the sovereign pontiff, admirable machines of political warfare against which the Republican government had to fight, with rare moments of truce, from May 16 down to the time of the Dreyfus case. Evidently the advantages of the Concordat for the State, in spite of Ferry's striking argument, were no longer what they were when that instrument was signed by the First Consul. As M. Jules Roche said in a speech in the French Chamber, the French prelates and priests were organized in a " permanent and multiple conspiracy against the Republic, against modern society, and against universal suffrage, in order to alter it, corrupt it, and oppress it."
in this rapid survey no mention has been made of the constant breaches of the Concordat on the part of French Bishops, their reckless readiness to create compromising incidents, the irreconcilable attitude of the Freppels and the Gouthe-Soulards.1 The persecution of the State by the Church during the period previous to the accession of Pope Leo XIII is a fact of history, and a fact of which the Church is proud. When Leo XIII took office in 1878, France was entering upon the throes of the war on behalf of laic instruction. The Pope, cautious diplomatist, seemed to be studying the map of Europe. France, under the leadership of Ferry, appeared to be forgetting the dangers
1 See the present writer's Patriotism and Science, pp. 24-^38.